
JUDICIAL ELECTIONS 

RULE 21-800 

21-800.  A judge shall refrain from campaign fund-raising activity which has the 
appearance of impropriety. 

A. Contributions creating appearance of impropriety.  Candidates for judicial 
office in both partisan and retention elections shall refrain from campaign fund-raising 
activity which has the appearance of impropriety, and shall not accept any contribution 
that creates an appearance of impropriety. 

B. Solicitation for other campaigns and candidates.  Subject to the restrictions 
of this rule, candidates in both partisan and retention elections for judicial office may solicit 
contributions for their own campaigns, but shall not solicit funds for any other political 
campaign, or for any candidate for any other office.  Judicial candidates may run for 
election as 

C. Campaign committees.  Candidates in both partisan and retention elections 
shall establish committees of one or more responsible persons to conduct campaigns for the 
candidate using media advertisements, brochures, mailings, candidate forums and other 
means not prohibited by law or these rules.  Campaign committees may solicit and accept 
reasonable campaign contributions, and obtain public statements of support in behalf of the 
candidate, subject to the restrictions of these rules.  All campaign contributions shall be 
paid or turned over to the campaign committee, and shall be managed and disbursed by the 
committee.  A candidate shall not use or permit the use of campaign contributions for the 
private benefit of the candidate or others. 

F. Contributions by attorneys and litigants.  Candidates for judicial office, in 
both partisan and retention elections, shall not personally solicit or personally accept 
campaign contributions from any attorney, or from any litigant in a case pending before the 
candidate.  Contributions from attorneys and litigants shall be made only to a campaign 
committee, and are subject to all the requirements of this rule.  Campaign committees may 
solicit contributions from attorneys.  Campaign committees shall not knowingly solicit a 
contribution from a litigant whose case is then pending before the candidate.  Campaign 
committees shall not disclose to the judge the identity or source of any funds raised by the 
committee.  If a case is pending before any candidate for the judicial office being contested, 
restrictions of this subparagraph apply to all candidates for that office. 
[As amended, effective February 16, 1995.] 


