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Jirlicsd Tlections Committes
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Hosson satd the commitiee will
he privete. bipartisan sl volws-
vaey, aad will a1 leasy ity be
focused in Albugueryue. Tts aim is
ts educate candidates and eotces
altke.

Basson made te antatucement
o s packed rosm of lawvers and
Badges at oo lunchenn of the Alby.
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The commitzee Is being bamched
B DAFT I response 1 verbal
attacks on the jelary 1o which
fudges ave ethwally barred from
vespoding

Ronson sabd thai during his last
HpRearancE Before e group twn
Yenrs age. “we had fust finishod 4
difficult summer. Certsin events
had sparked a firesiorm of romer
andd nngende that cast suspieion
over the entite judsciary . It owng

icial Elections

vlection season, and some vandie
dates were using slogans ke Take
flack Gur Courts” and "Rescue Our
Courts.” We wera Laking hits from
Al sides ’

Bossans apparent reference was

fie higheprofile avrest ot o 1YWL
eheckpoit of then-Chisf Berpatil-
lo Caumty Districn Judge Jomn
Brennan, who subsequermly pledd.
ed guHty and vesigned rom office.

The  sensationad headines
passed with the election scason,
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“All of us have an obligation
te speak up — for the safety of
judges, For our constitutional
freedoms, for judicial indepen-
denrce.” he said.

Bosson said he concluded
that, as an experiment, a stiruc-
tare was needed to provide “a
countervailing voice.”

He envisions that the fair
elections  committee, to be
operated through the State Bay
of New Mexico, will educate
candidates about the Code of
Judicial Conduct and voters
about the importance of wain-
tatning ethical standards in
Judicial campaigns.

Candidates will be asked to
sign a pledge committing 1o
ethical campaigns that uphold

the integrity of the judiciary.
They also will be asked 10
aggressively curtail actions —
meluding  these by outside
political actien  committees
supporting a particular candi-
date — “that send a cenfusing
message about the indepen-
dence and integrity of the judi-
clary.”

Judges are not politicians,
and shoukla't be expected to
act Hike them, he said.

“We need to commuaicate
the message that judges are
not simply pawns of special
political  interests,”  Bosson
said, “We do not vote for or
against crime ot for or against
the prosecution. We do not vote
for or against an injured plain-
It ina personal injury action.
We do not vote for or against
the business community,”

Ssion said, but a Hagering [HTES
tam retnned shout poterisd dam.
aje done by nogative CHAPGIEN.
gL

He seid he also wos inspired i
partby retived Supreme Court. lys.
tiee Sandra Day O'Cobnoc's conr
wents  ueging  lewvers o be
amred o pobition attsths apeinst
the judicisry snd respond o
Hem.
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