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Access to Justice Comimission
12th Judicial District L.ocal Pro Bono Committee
Annual Report for the Period
January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION REPRESENTED

12" Judicial District Pro Bono Committee

Chairperson:

The Hon. lames W, Counts
575 434-0573

aladjwc@nmcourts.gov

Members:

Adam Rafkin, Esq.
Adam D. Rafkin, PC
575 257-0128
arafkin@zianet.com

Diana A. Martwick, Esq.

12" Judicial District Attorney
575 437-3640
12thda@da.state.nm.us

Evangelina Mercado

New Mexico Legal Aid

575 541-4855
evangelinam@nmlegalaid.org

James E. Cowan

12" judicial District Attorney
575 437-3640
icowan@da.state.nm.us

Janay Haas

New Mexico Legal Aid
Private Attorney Interface
505 243-7871
janayh@nmlegalaid.org

Kirby Wills

Wills Law Firm PC

575 434-1044
kawillslaw@tularosa.net

Michael Kwasniewski

Children, Youth & Families Dept.
575 437-3640
michael.kwasniewski@state.nm.us

Nita Taylor

State Bar of New Mexico
Pro Bono Coordinator
505 797-6077
ntavior@nmbar.org

William Brogan
575 434-0368
jbbrogan@gq.com

Jared Kallunki

New Mexico Legal Aid
575 623-9669
jaredk@nmiegalaid.org

HAS YOUR COMMITTEE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DEVELOPING
PROGRAMS THAT ENABLE ATTORNEYS TO ASSIST YOUR LOW-INCOME

POPULATION?
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We instituted a referral program from Legal Aid to local attorneys. Legal Aid pre-
screens clients for low-income eligibility and then contacts attorneys to accept
representation. During Pro Bono Week we enlisted the services of a number of
attorneys to present educational programs of interest to low-income personas.

HAVE YOU FORMED A VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY POOL FROM A SURVEY
OR OTHER TOOL? PLEASE LIST THE NAMES OF ATTORNEYS WHO
HAVE PROVIDED PRO BONO SERVICES THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN
ONE OF YOUR PROGRAMS.

a. Yes, we conducted a survey of attorneys at the Annual 12" Judicial District
Bench and Bar meeting in August, 2009. Those attorneys that responded that they would
be willing to provide services formed our Volunteer Attorney Pool.

b. List of attorneys who have taken referrals from Legal Aid:

Kirby Wills Angie Schneider Cook Freda McSwane
Miguel Garcia Ellen Jessen

c. List of attorneys who gave educational presentations:

William Brogan JuliAnne Leonard Ellen Jessen
Duncan Bradley Adam Rafkin Raymond Van Arnam
Freda McSwane Kirby Wills

HAS YOUR COMMITTEE ATTEMPTED TO DEVELOP PROGRAMS THAT
HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN ATTRACTING ASSISTANCE FROM PRO
BONO ATTORNEYS?

The Legal Aid referral program has been of very limited success. Only three cases have
been accepted by local attorneys in Otero County and five in Lincoln County.

PLEASE QUANTIFY THE NUMBER OF YOUR LOW-INCOME POPULATION
WHO HAVE BENEFITTED FROM YOUR PROGRAMS.

a. The Legal Aid referral program:
Approximately 10 referrals have been accepted — 7 in Lincoln County and 3 in Otero
County. Total persons helped — 24 people in Lincoln County and 10 people in Otero
County.

b. The Educational Presentation program:

Approximately 25 people
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WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE GREATEST IMPEDIMENT TO SECURING PRO
BONO ASSISTANCE FOR YOUR DISTRICT’S LOW INCOME PEOPLE?

The current economic environment is not conducive to attorneys risking
imvolvement in a pro bono case they fear will be protracted and consume too
many resources. Additional education of the bar may be necessary to overcome
the reluctance to take on pro bono projects.

DO YOU ANTICIPATE YOUR CURRENT PRO BONO PROGRAM TO
MAINTAIN ITS CURRENT STATUS AND/OR GROW IN SUBSEQUENT
YEARS?

The committee will strive to grow and expand the pro bono program in subsequent
years. We are looking for other ways to provide legal services to low-income people.
We are considering trying to present monthly educational programs on topics relevant
to low-income people. Legal Aid continues to make calls seeking local attorneys to
take on representation of low-income clients.

DID YOUR COMMITTEE PARTICIPATE IN NEW MEXICO PRO BONO
WEEK AND IF SO, WERE THE PUBLIC FUNCTIONS SPONSORED THAT
WEEK SUCCESSFUL? IF NOT, PLEASE DESCRIBE WHY THE PUBLIC
FUNCTIONS WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL. DO YOU INTEND TO INCLUDE
SIMILAR FUNCTIONS IN YOUR ON-GOING FUTURE PRO BONO PLANS?

a. Qur committee did participate in New Mexico Pro Bono Week. We organized
and presented educational programs on topics relevant to low-income people. We
organized a recognition dinner for the presenters and the Pro Bono Committee members.

b. The public participation was limited.

c. The Committee believes that we were unsuccessful in getting adequate publicity
for the educational programs. We believe we will be able to get better attendance
if we are more effective in our publicity efforts. If we have an ongoing series of
monthly programs, we feel momentum will build for the educational programs.

d. As noted above, we intend to pursue an ongoing series of educational programs,
probably on a monthly basis.

NEW MEXICOPRO BONO WEEK WAS INITIATED AS PART OF THE
NATIONAL/1®" ANNUAL CELEBRATE PRO BONO WEEK. WOULD YOU



SUPPORT PARTICIPATION IN ANOTHER NEW MEXICO PRO BONO
WEEK?

QOur committee would support participation in Pro Bono Week.

X. ATTACHED ARE FLYERS AND PRESS RELEASES FROM OUR EFFORTS IN
2009.

Submitted by:

James Wa§10n Counts
Chief Judge, 12" Judicial District Court
Chair, 12" Judicial District Pro Bono Committee
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What do we do?

New Mexico Legal Aid Eo<_n_mm
outreach, :m_:_:@_ education,
and ?mo _mmm_ _,wvﬂmmm:ﬁmzo: in

m&w?. and the _u__,oﬁm%o: 94 il
rights.

_,.=$ Qo we Q@ h_v

TSR

Itis ﬁ_)_m missjon of New Mexico
Legal Aid to ma<oommm for low-
income vmon_m mmmx_:m Emﬁ_om
~+particularly in: 'securing the -
necessities 9“ _:nm preserving
their ¢ c:_ncm cultural :m:ﬁm@m

+ and{improving théir lives and
~.those of their.children. NMLA is.
dedicated to opening the door to
~-equal access to justice to all
New Mexicans throughout the
~state Lo

What kinds of cases

do we handle?

Here are some examples:

New Mexico Legal Aid gives

advice, brief service, and
representation to persons with
problems obtaining health care,
public assistance, and-obtaining

and keeping safe and affordable .

housing. ‘It :m__om omogm resist
unlawful mSo:o:m and mmm_mﬂm

‘people' who have been cheated .

out of fair wages. z_<=..> works
with nmqv_m_wés.o have been

‘Victimized by Q.,:_mgﬂ:_ trade and

G or £

oo__moﬁ_o: Qmo:omm
z_s_.m. works to protect families
from domestic violence, helping
survivors obtain court orders of
nﬂoﬁooﬁ_o: and o:__a mc_uvo;

Z_<=.> :m_um Eoﬁmoﬁ émﬁm_j and

- property rights of low-income

New Mexicans'who have no -
other resources.

NMLA represents tribal
members on Indian law matters
and in icm_ courts.

NMLA quxw E_ﬁ: migrant farm
workers to Eoﬁmﬂ their mm,ﬂma\
and :._m: :@E to ﬁm: ém@mm

NMLA om::oﬁ :m:a_m :mmo or
other o::,__am__..gmﬁm_,m oﬁ Cases
that n_,_<m5. attorneys mﬂm é____:@
to takeon.

How Qo u\otmwmhha\
for hmsh \.\05 \S_ﬁhh ?

To qualify for rm__o, <oc Scmﬁ
have a low _:ooi_,m..msa few

assets. Because NMLA's staff
Is small, it cannot take every
case. NOTE: In some types of

ey

cases, _ZZEH can serve only
_m@m_ Us. Bm_am:ﬁm mmm next
page for local om__,o,mw call. .Or. Visit

to find out what kind of :m_v is -
available.



