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PROVIDE A LIST OF YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS WITH PHONE NUMBERS

AND EMAIL ADDRESSES.

Co-Chairpersons:

Division VIII

201 W. Picacho

Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-8220
lcrdfrm@nmcourts.gov

The Honorable Fernando R. Macias

Third Judicial District Court

The Honorable Michael T. Murphy
Division III

Third Judicial District Court

201 W. Picacho

Las Cruces,
575-523-8240
lcrdmtm@nmcourts.gov

NM 88005

Members:

Marci E. Beyer, Esq.
Hubert & Hernandez, LLC
2100 N. Main St.

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-526-2101
mbeyer@Iclaw-nm.com

Janay Haas, Esq.

PAI Coordinator

New Mexico Legal Aid
P.O. Box 25486
Albuquerque, NM 87125
505-243-7871
janayh@nmlegalaid.org

Andrea W. Hattan, Esq.
US District Court

200 E. Griggs Ave.

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-528-1453

Richard M. Jacquez, Esq.
NM Taxation & Revenue
Dept.

2540 El Paseo, Bldg. B

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-528-6149
richard.jacquez@state.nm.us

Michael E. Lilley, Esq.
Lilley Law Offices

1014 S. Main Street
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-7809
lilley@zianet.com

Evangelina F. Mercado,
Esq.

New Mexico Legal Aid , Inc.
600 E. Montana, Suite D
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-541-4800

evangeli-
nam@nmlegalaid.com

Melissa J. Reeves, Esq.
910 Lake Tahoe Ct.

Las Cruces, NM 88007
575-522-5009
mreeves2005@msn.com

Jodie Schwebel

Program Manager

Self Represented Litigant Div.
Third Judicial District Court
201 W. Picacho

Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-528-8326
lcrdjos@nmcourts.gov

Nita Taylor

SBNM Pro Bono Coordinator
State Bar of New Mexico
5121 Masthead NE
Albuguerque, NM 87199
505-797-0677
ntaylor@nmbar.org

John A. Trujillo, Esq.
Hearing Officer

Third Judicial District Court
201 W. Picacho

Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-523-8286
lcrdjat@nmcourts.gov

John Watson, Esq.

New Mexico Legal Aid, Inc.
406 N. Sixth St.

Socorro, NM 87801
575-322-7100
johnw@nmlegalaid.org
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HAS YOUR COMMITTEE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DEVELOPING PROGRAMS
THAT ENABLE ATTONREYS TO ASSIST YOUR LOW-INCOME POPULATION?
PLEASE DESCRIBE THE PROGRAM(S). IF NOT, WHY NOT?

In 2009, the Third Judicial District’'s pro bono plan committee developed the fol-
lowing programs:

Pro Se Clinics

The Third Judicial District Court sponsors an average of 9 clinics per
month specifically designed to provide self-represented litigants
with consultations with a volunteer attorney who has expertise in
certain areas of law.

Assistance with Preparation of Orders

This program assists self-represented litigants prepare orders from
contested hearings. The litigants are provided a list of attorneys
willing to prepare orders from a recording of the hearing in ques-
tion.

Direct Representation

In this program, New Mexico Legal Aid provides intake and screen-
ing of prospective clients for direct representation or limited services
by attorneys participating in the district’s pro bono plan. Attorneys
and potential clients are matched according to the clients’ needs
and the attorney’s expertise.

Workshops

Default divorce workshop - this program was developed to instruct
non-family law attorneys on how to give pro bono workshops on de-
fault divorces. As part of the program, New Mexico Legal Aid pro-
vides the intake and screening of prospective attendees to deter-
mine eligibility under the district’s pro bono plan.

Public Event

This Committee designed and held “Free Legal Help Day;” a day of
seminars and pro bono consultations provided by local, private at-
torneys. At this event the public learned basic information regard-
ing their rights and their obligations under the law on a variety of
topics. This highly successful event was promoted by local newspa-
pers and television.
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HAVE YOU FORMED A VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY POOL FROM A SURVEY OR
OTHER TOOL? PLEASE LET THE NAMES OF THE ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE
PROVIDED PRO BONO SERVICES THROUGH PARTICIPATION ION ONE OF
YOUR PROGRAMS. IF YOU HAVE NOT FORMED A VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY
POOL, WHY NOT?

In 2008 the Third Judicial District’s local pro bono plan committee formed a volun-
teer attorney pool consisting of 88 local attorneys. The committee built a data-
base listing each attorney willing to participate in the plan, their areas of interest,
and different activities in which each wished to participate.

Listed below are the names of the attorneys who have provided pro bono services
through participation in one of the district’s programs.

PRO SE CLINIC:

Albers, Kelly Darden, John Meyer, Tito
Arrieta, Jose James, Daniel Ortiz, Mario
Arvizu, Trey Johnson, Jill Peterson, Jan
Baca, Henry Juarez, Anna Pickett, Mark
Bates, Lloyd Kane, Samuel Pickett, Larry
Beyer, Marci Lopez, Manuel Reeves, Melissa

Blackett, Kathy Madrid, Matt Strahan, Ann
Burn, Keith McGraw, Mollie Winchester, Mike
Cross, Dean

ASSISTANCE WITH PREPARATION OF ORDERS

Waters, Carolyn
D’Antonio, Mark
Mohler, Elliot
Munson, Jeenifer
Strahan, Ann

DIRECT REPRESENTATION

Blackett, Kathy
Ferreria, Beatriz
Lopez, Manuel
Ortiz, Mario
Peterson, Jan
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CONT.

LIST THE NAMES OF THE ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE PROVIDED PRO BONO
SERVICES THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN ONE OF YOUR PROGRAMS:

The list of attorneys who have provided pro bono services through participation in
one of the district’s programs continues - -

FREE LEGAL HELP DAY - PRESENTING SEMINARS:

McGraw, Mollie
Pickett, Mark
Price, Elizabeth
Trafton, Cynthia
Trujillo, John
Wagner, Charles
Youngers, Joleen

Greenbaum, Robert
Hussain, Surreyah
Juarez, Anna
Judge Alice Salcido
Judge Manuel Arrieta
Judge Kenneth Wingenwroth
Kyle, Dana
Lilley, Jess

Beyer, Marci
Blackett, Katherine
Burnham, Kelly
Camacho, Ismael
Chavez, Matthew
Duran, Grace
Egan, Kenneth
Franco, Oralia

FREE LEGAL HELP DAY - PRO BONO CONSULTATIONS:

Palacios, Pedro
Perales, Marcos
Reeves, Melissa
Reeves, Edith

James, Daniel
Jerabek, Isabel
Juarez, Anna

Albers, Kelly
Arrieta, Joe
Camunez, Roseanne

Chavez, Matthew Kyle, Dana
D’Antonio, Mark Lumbard, Carolyn Smith, Josh
Dwyer, Josh Lyman, Chip Stout, Mike
Franco, Oralia Mercado, Evangeline Strahan, Ann
Greenbaum, Robert Meyer, Tito Strickland, Margaret
Gutierrez-Byrd, Maria Nevarez, Clara Trafton, Cynthia
Husain, Sureyyah Ortega, Mina Winchester, Michael
Ortiz, Mario Wooten, Karen

Ibarra, Carlos
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HAS YOUR COMMITTEE ATTEMPTED TO DEVELOP PROGRAMS THAT HAVE
BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN ATTRACTING ASSISTANCE FROM PRO BONO
ATTORNEYS? PLEASE DESCRIBE.

Throughout 2009, the Third Judicial District's pro bono plan committee imple-
mented the programs developed under its pro bono plan. While many of the pro-
grams met with varying degrees of success, the following programs were not as

successful as originally anticipated and did not attract assistance from pro bono
attorneys.

Assistance with Preparation of Orders

This program proved to be unviable. While some of the attorneys
willing to participate in this program provided their services at a re-
duced fee, none were willing to prepare orders on a pro bono basis.
By providing the names of the participating attorneys to the public,
it was determined the court was conferring a commercial benefit
using public resources, a violation of the State constitution’s anti-
donation clause. Consequently, this program was discontinued in
May of 2009.

Direct Representation

Despite numerous efforts, very few referrals were accepted by at-
torneys participating in the district’s pro bono plan. The most com-
mon reason given for refusing a direct referral was the general in-
ability to predict up front the time and resource commitment and
often uncontrollable contours of the case.

Workshops

Despite a concerted effort, workshops to teach non-family law at-
torneys how to give default divorce classes were not held in the
Third Judicial District in 2009. Locating a venue for the workshops
proved most difficult. In May 2009, Committee removed this pro-
gram from the local pro bono plan as a duplication of an already
well established prose divorce service regularly offered by the local
New Mexico Legal Aid office.
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PLEASE QUANTIFY THE NUMBER OF YOUR LOW-INCOME POPULATION
WHO HAVE BENEFITED FROM YOUR PROGRAMS. PROVIDE DETAIL BY
PROGRAM, IF POSSIBLE (I.E.,, CLINIC ATTANDANCE, DIRECT
REPRESENTATION, ETC.)

Pro se clinics (one-on-one consultations)

In 2009, 25 local attorneys volunteered 209 hours to assist 762 persons.
Because these clinics are sponsored by the court and are held at the
courthouse, persons requesting service are assisted regardless of income.
However, all clinic users are asked to participate in income reporting. Two
Hundred Sixty-four participants reported income at or below the eligibility
criteria established in this District’s pro bono plan. Only 7 persons re-
ported income at above that threshold. The remainder of participants de-
clined to take part in the income survey.

Direct Representation

Several referrals were made to local attorneys for direct assistance on
wills, guardianship and divorce which reached or impacted approximately
14 low income persons, including children and the elderly.

WHAT DO YOU SEE AS THE GREATEST IMPEDIMENT TO SECURING PRO
BONO ASSISTANCE FOR YOUR DISTRICT'S LOW INCOME PEOPLE?
PLEASE QUANTIFY THE IMPEDIMENT, IF POSSIBLE.

The primary obstacle remains the lack of funding for a centralized local coordina-
tor to operate and coordinate a pro bono plan. Without a centralized local coordi-
nator, the committee can only implement and maintain programs on an ad hoc
basis. As a result of the economic decline, the number of people requesting assis-
tance is increasing. Committee members are faced with mounting duties and less
time available to expend on programs to meet the needs of this District’s low in-
come people. A centralized local coordinator is the most efficient and economical
(both in time and money) solution to this impediment.
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