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 Use the power of your pen!  

By Felix Briones, Jr., Chair, New Mexico Judicial  
Performance Evaluation Commission

The work of the New Mexico Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission for the 
remainder of 2008 focuses on the interim evaluations of 17 Bernalillo County Metro-
politan Court judges: Julie Altwies, Benjamin Chavez, Sandra Clinton, Sandra Engel, 
Kevin Fitzwater, Theresa Gomez, Victoria Grant, Cristina Jaramillo, Rosie Lazcano 
Allred, Anna Martinez, Judith Nakamura, Daniel Ramczyk, Linda Rogers, Frank Sedillo, 
Victor Valdez, Rachel Walker Al-Yasi, and Sharon Walton. 

JPEC will share the results of the interim evaluation with the judges. The results will 
not be shared with the public since the primary objective of the interim evaluation is 
self-improvement.  A final evaluation of the Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court 
judges is planned for 2010. These results will be released to the public at least 45 days 
before the November 2010 general election.

In the next few weeks, attorneys may receive a confidential survey distributed by an 
independent research firm for JPEC. The surveys have from 12–20 closed-ended and 
open-ended questions, giving lawyers the opportunity to provide additional information. 
Just fill out the survey(s) and return them within two weeks. Please remember that your 
responses to these surveys are confidential.  Individual responses and comments will not 
be provided to the judges.  All individual responses are destroyed. JPEC receives only 
aggregate results for each population group surveyed. The more responses we receive 
from the legal community, the more accurate we can make our evaluations. Thanks in 
advance for your help!   

If you have any questions, please contact Chair Felix Briones, Jr., Judicial Performance 
Evaluation Commission, (505) 325-0258.  

Want to Improve New Mexico’s Judges? 

deadline for reservations is Aug. 5.
To register: 
	 1. 	Log on to www.abqbar.com; 
	 2. 	E-mail abqbar@abqbar.com; 
	 3.	� Call (505) 842-1151 or  

(505) 243-2615; 
	 4.	 Fax to (505) 842-0287; or
	 5. 	�Mail to PO Box 40, Albuquerque, 

NM 87103.

UNM
School of Law
Summer Library Hours
Building and Circulation
Monday–Thursday	 8 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday	 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday	 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sunday	 Noon–9 p.m.

Attorney Publications
by Veronica Cordova, 
Assistant Director of Administration

	 If you’re looking for a State Bar pub-
lication and need to reference it again, 
then look to the State Bar Web site as 
your source. The Bar Bulletin, the New 
Mexico Lawyer, and division, section, and 
committee publications are available on 
the Web, not to mention reports, surveys 
and other special publications.
	 •	 The Bar Bulletin is accessed through 
the Attorneys/Members navigation menu 
on the home page. The Web version of 
this publication does not include court 
opinions; however, a direct link is pro-
vided to the N.M. Supreme Court Web 
site where all published opinions are 
available. Every weekly issue is available, 
along with archived issues dating from 
2005. The Web version is in full color, 
and members can also opt to subscribe to 
the electronic version (also in color) via 
e-mail instead of receiving a printed copy. 
Visit the Web site if you are interested 
in this option. Information on how to 
submit notices, announcements and 
advertising is also provided.
	 •	 The New Mexico Lawyer, a quarterly 
insert in the Bar Bulletin, is available as 
a stand-alone publication on the Web as 
well. Each issue focuses on a single topic 
of current interest to a broad segment of 
the legal community. Submissions and 
ideas for topics are always welcome. Issues 
are available from 2006. 
	 •	 Division Publications: The Young 
Lawyers Division archives In Brief, with 
issues dating back to 2000. This publica-
tion provides information to members 
who are new to the profession or who 
meet a certain age requirement. The 
Paralegal Division uploads Focus, with 
information specific to paralegals. The 
Senior Lawyers Division’s Closing a Law 
Office: New Mexico Guide for a Third Party 
Closer is available as well. 
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    Sarah Michael Singleton, a 
shareholder in Montgomery 
& Andrews PA, is one of five 
recipients of the American 
Bar Association’s Pro Bono 
Publico Award for 2008. 
Each year the ABA presents 
five awards to individual 
lawyers and institutions in 
the legal profession who have 
demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to volunteer 
legal services for the poor and 
disadvantaged. 

	 “In a legal career that spans 
more than three decades, Singleton has and continues to epitomize 
all of the ideals behind the ABA Pro Bono Publico Award,” said 
State Bar President Craig A. Orraj. “She has devoted her significant 
talent, time and energy toward improving access to the legal system 
for those who otherwise would go without. Throughout her career, 
in virtually every leadership capacity and position she has held, 
Ms. Singleton worked toward one cause: access to justice for all 
those in need. She has been called tireless, zealous, and even rabid 
about her passion for helping the poor.”
	 Singleton provided leadership in creating “Lawyers Care,” a 
program of the State Bar which referred cases to the private bar 
in an effort to offset the effects of any pending federal cuts to 
New Mexico’s legal aid programs. This program has grown into 
a multifaceted referral program that continues to operate today. 
She was involved in the establishment of the Supreme Court of 
New Mexico’s Access to Justice Commission. 
	 As president of the State Bar from 1995–96 and a member of 
the Board of Bar Commissioners from 1989–1997, she worked 
tirelessly to educate, motivate and initiate greater understanding 

Santa Fe Attorney Garners National Recognition

Sarah Singleton to Receive Prestigious ABA 2008 Pro Bono Publico Award

of the desperate need for legal services for New Mexico’s poor. 
As State Bar president, Singleton convened the first symposium 
on strategies for expanding Access to Justice, a first step that set 
off over a decade’s worth of work within the State Bar, leading to 
the progress evident today in New Mexico. 
	 In addition, Singleton helped form the New Mexico Task 
Force on Legal Services to the Poor and co-chaired the Task 
Force on Indigent Defense. She served as co-chair of the State 
Bar’s Legal Services and Programs Committee and was the State 
Bar’s appointee to the Civil Legal Services Commission, which 
distributes state funds to organizations serving the legal needs 
of people living in poverty. This state commission is responsible 
for distributing a portion of every civil filing fee collected as 
well as direct allocations of funding from the State Legislature, 
both sources of funding in which Singleton was instrumental in 
establishing. In 2004 the New Mexico Commission on Access 
to Justice was formed as a statewide body dedicated to expand-
ing and improving civil legal assistance to New Mexicans living 
in poverty. Singleton and Supreme Court Justice Petra Jimenez 
currently serve as co-chairs. 
	 In 2005 President George Bush announced Singleton’s ap-
pointment as a member of the National Legal Services Corp. 
Her nomination was confirmed by the Senate.  Her service on 
this important national board speaks to her incredibly strong 
reputation and credibility at the state and national levels.
	 “New Mexico has made tremendous progress in the past 
thirteen years,” said Orraj. “Every major goal and every milestone 
reached in the area of Access to Justice for New Mexico’s poor 
has been done so under the leadership and guidance of Sarah 
Singleton. Her outstanding efforts in this area have been an 
inspiration to the legal community here in New Mexico and 
across the nation.”

State Bar attorneys pro-
vide legal information 
and assistance (including 
Social Security) to New 
Mexico’s “working poor” 
through the Bridge to 
Justice Legal Helpline, a 

call-in program that helps close the gap that exists in the delivery of legal 
services to a historically underserved and underrepresented segment of 
the population, primarily those between 200% and 250% of the federal 
poverty level.

	 •	 Section Publications: Many sections have newsletters or other 
publications that they provide to their members. These publica-
tions are available from each section’s individual Web site under 
the navigation menu About Us. These publications deal specifically 
with respective practice areas and issues. 
	 •	 Other Publications: In addition, reports from various task 
forces include Multijurisdictional Practice: The Status of Minority 
Attorneys in New Mexico; Report to Study the Administration of the 
Death Penalty; Task Force on Women and the Legal Profession; Access 
to Justice Report; section surveys; annual budget disclosures; and 
more. 
	 Next month we will feature publications geared to the public. 
As always, comments and suggestions are welcome to continually 
improve the site. Call (505) 797-6039 or e-mail vcordova@nmbar.
org. Look for this column next month.
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