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6th Judicial District Pro Bono Committee 
Develops Innovative Consumer Survey  

Access to Justice

P
News

ro Bono

	 Contact Nita Taylor, pro bono coordinator, (505) 797-6077 or ntaylor@nmbar.org, 
for additional information or suggestions on how we can work together to advance this 
key New Mexico initiative.

The Hon. Henry Quintero has led the 6th Judicial District 
Pro Bono Committee of 12 members in developing and 

administering a bilingual consumer experience survey. The purpose of the survey was 
to gain an understanding of the actual legal needs of the low income population in 
Grant, Hidalgo and Luna counties. 

Priority Legal Needs of Low Income Population
		  •	 22%	 Family                                  
		  •	 20%	 Consumer Protection           
		  •	 19%	 Public Benefits                     
		  •	 13%	 Real Estate
		  •	 11%	 Estate/Wills
		  •	 10%	 Employment
		  •	   5%	 Miscellaneous 

	 The survey showed that focusing only on family law issues excludes nearly 80 
percent of the other legal needs of the community. Thanks to the local members of 
this hard-working committee: Barbara Raif, Alicia Clark, Cynthia Patterson, Amy 
Delaney-Hernandez, David Lopez, Canon Stevens, Hon. V. Lee Vesely, Peter Keys, 
Joy Goldbaum and Kathleen Watson.

www.nmbar.org

SBNM
on the Web

www.nmbar.org

by Veronica Cordova, 
Assistant Director of Administration
Publications for the General Public

The State Bar Web site educates and 
informs the public on legal issues and 
services. Resources available from the 
State Bar include:
•	Common Legal Terms – a legal glossary 
on criminal and civil legal terms used in 
the legal profession. 
•	Law Topics – Adoption; Auto Acci-
dents; Clients’ Rights and Responsibilities; 
Complaints Against Lawyers; Divorce and 
Separation; Employee Rights — Title VII; 
Employer Rights and Obligations; How to 
Save on Attorney Fees; Landlord–Tenant 
Relations; Rights of Children in Juvenile 
Court; Rights and Obligations of Parents 
in Juvenile Court; Same-Sex Partners and 
the Law; Social Security and SSI; and What 
Should I Know About Lawyers and Their 
Fees. These publications are available in 
a printed format for a small fee. Orders 
of 50 or more can be obtained by calling 
797-6067. 
•	Senior Legal Handbook – developed 
to assist and empower seniors regarding 
legal rights and the resources available 
that help ensure those rights. 
•	Senior Supplements – Advance Health 
Care Directive; Debt Problems; Medicaid 
and Long-Term Care; Living Trust; Power 
of Attorney; Probate and Your Estate; and 
Transfer on Death Deed. 
•	Student Essays - showcases past contest 
winners of the Annual High School 
Essay Contest, which encourages an 
appreciation for the law and promotes 
higher education. 

Members are encouraged to direct 
the public to these resources to better 
understand legal topics and make in-
formed decisions about their own legal 
representation. 

We welcome your comments and sug-
gestions to continually improve the site 
Give us a call at (505) 797-6039 or email 
us at vcordova@nmbar.org. 

Santa Fe in the fall, and approved matching 
the State Bar’s Solo Section contribution up 
to $500;
•	 Approved the purchase of a table for the 
Albuquerque Bar Association’s Roast of John 
Cooney, a past president of the State Bar, in 
the amount of $750; 
•	 Reported on the trend of utilizing next 
year’s revenues to cover the current year’s 
expenses, which began in 2003 when it was 
decided to use the cash surplus for upgrades 
to the Bar Center, and  discussed options to 
curb the trend;
•	 Approved revisions to the fee waiver 
forms, which include the addition of 
language stating that the applicant under-
stands and agrees that any information on 
the application may be shared with the 
Supreme Court, Disciplinary Board, Board 
of Bar Examiners and MCLE and language 
certifying that the answers given are true and 
complete;
•	 Discussed the proposed limited law 
license rule 15-301.2, published in the 
June 20th special issue of the Bar Bulletin, 
for emeritus and non-admitted attorneys 
wishing to work for qualified legal services 
providers; the Board approved making a 
recommendation to the Supreme Court that 
those with limited licenses be members of 
the State Bar;
•	 Approved amendments to State Bar 

Bylaws Article II, Section 2.6, paralegal 
member, and Section 2.8, law student 
members, to remove the prohibition against 
paralegals and student members voting at 
section and committee meetings;
•	 Tabled a request from the Natural Re-
sources, Energy and Environmental Law 
Section to amend its Bylaws, Article X, 
Section 10.1, Section Finances, in order to 
allow an increase in their carryover funds; 
the Bylaws and Policies Committee will 
meet with the section in order to obtain 
additional information and make a recom-
mendation to the Board at the September 
meeting;
•	 Approved amendments to the Intellectual 
Property Law Section’s Bylaws Article II, 
Section 2.4;  Article V, Section 5.6; Article 
VI, Sections 6.2d and 6.8, adding a student 
board member and allowing for e-mail 
voting, with amendments by the Bylaws 
and Policies Committee to allow student 
members from any accredited law school, 
not just UNM, and to include a similar 
organization, in addition to IP Matters;
•	 Reported that the Bylaws and Policies 
Committee researched and discussed proxy 
and e-mail voting for the Board and did not 
recommend incorporating a provision to 
allow this into the bylaws;
•	 Held an executive session to discuss liti-
gation and personnel matters and renewed 
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