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	 The Roehl Circle of Honor for Trial Lawyers, through its committee and 
inducted members, selects outstanding New Mexico trial lawyers whose careers 
have exemplified excellence and success over a sustained period of time. Inducted 
members are recognized by those who have tried cases against them. Jim Ritchie 
(pictured above left with Jerry Roehl) and Frank Allen (right) were inducted into the 
Circle of Honor at a reception and ceremony Nov. 18 at the State Bar Center. 
	 Judge Allen practiced with Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris and Sisk and served 
as a district judge in the 2nd Judicial District Court. Judge Allen, who died in 
2004, was recognized posthumously. Ritchie, now retired, spent 51 years with 
Rodey, Dickason, Sloan Akin, & Robb. 
	 The Riehl Circle of Honor was established in 1996 at the State Bar Center in 
memory of Joseph E. Roehl by his son, Jerry.

Roehl Circle of Honor Inducts Two
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Summing It All Up
by Veronica Cordova,  
Director of Operations

The State Bar has continually expanded 
the resources on the Web site for its 
members and the public. We hope you 
find the site relevant and useful and it 
serves you well. This year we are honored 
to have received a Luminary Award for 
Excellence in Web Sites (medium-sized 
bar category) from the National Associa-
tion of Bar Executives Communications 
Section. The Luminaries, sponsored by 
West, were presented in late October at 
the Communications Section Workshop 
in Austin, Texas. The awards honor bar 
associations across the country for their 
achievements in print and electronic 
media. 

In addition, the State Bar also received 
a Luminary for Excellence in Electronic 
Publication for its work on ENews, our 
weekly electronic newsletter e-mailed to 
members. We appreciate all those who 
made these achievements possible and we 
look forward to serving our members and 
the public in the future. 

Please continue to visit the site and read 
ENews and, as always, we welcome your 
comments and suggestions for both. Call 
(505) 797-6039 or e-mail vcordova@
nmbar.org. 

law issues as well as a lack of communication 
as to what is happening in the courts. The 
initial goals of this group would be along the 
lines of newsletters notifying practitioners 
what is going on in water law across the state, 
submitting questions to the Ethics Advisory 
Committee concerning representation is-
sues, and addressing policy issues surround-
ing water law. Our hope is also to create an 
opportunity for student membership so that 
interested UNM students could gain some 
exposure to the water law community. We 
are seeking involvement and input from 
water law practitioners. For more informa-
tion or for comments and questions, e-mail 
NMWaterLawyerAssoc@gmail.com or call 
Blair Dunn (505) 681-7801.

Other News
Center for Civic Values
Coaches Needed
	 High schools in Animas need an attorney 
to provide legal expertise and coaching 
for the 2008 New Mexico High School 
Mock Trial Program. The amount of time 
invested will be decided by the attorney 
and the teacher advisor, but teams usually 
meet at least once each week. Regionals are 
Feb. 20–21, state finals are March 20–21, 
and nationals are May 7–10. Each team is 
provided a subscription for eight students 

and one teacher to the National Mock Trial 
Practicum, an online resource that will help 
teams learn the basics and beyond. Your 
mission, should you decide to accept it, will 
be to help students learn the finer points 
of presenting their cases before panels of 
judges and jurors. Attorneys with a few 
hours a week to devote to helping provide an 
outstanding educational experience to high 
school students, should contact Michelle 
Giger, (505) 764-9417, ext. 11. 

Santa Fe Neighborhood  
Law Center
Law and Policy Conference
	 The Santa Fe Neighborhood Law Center 
is sponsoring a Neighborhood Law and Policy 
Conference (10.0 general, 1.0 professional 
and 1.0 ethics CLE credits) Dec. 18–19, 
at the Santa Fe Community Convention 
Center. Santa Fe City Attorney Frank D. 
Katz and Santa Fe City Planning Director 
John B. Hiatt will review recent case law and 
legislative developments. Land use attorneys 
and Santa Fe city councilors will lead a panel 
discussion on critical planning issues affect-
ing Santa Fe. Attendance is free; however, 
CLE credit is $250 ($275 after Dec. 12). 
For more information, contact Peter A. 
Dwyer, pdwyer@bbpcnm.com or fax (505) 
992-6170, and visit www.santafenn.com.
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